


<« Thessix-inch-longer Atlas leaves allow
alot of flex in the front end. At the same
time, they're firm enough to keep the
truck steady on the road. We don’t use a
sway bar at all on this truck. Even so, the
handling improved tenfold, as did the
highway cruiseability when we swapped
from the lifted IFS to the solid axle-and-
leaf spring setup.

The F-O-A remote reservoir shocks have
also been working out great. We asked
for some pretty standard valving in the
12-inch-stroke shocks after giving F-0-A
the weights for the front and rear of the
vehicle. The fronts might need alittle
stiffer valving if we start jumping it, but
overall ride is great with the shocks

We shod our 1-Ton Tahoe with some 37-
inch Goodyear MTRs that we got sent to
our doorstep from Discount Tire Direct.
They were mounted onto a set of 17x9
Liquid Metal Gatlin wheels when we got
them—a nice package to be sure.

A When we did the solid axle swap and added
thelarger tires, we also swapped in G2 gears and
bearings into the front Dana 60 and rear 14-Bolt.
We loaded both axles with 4.88 gears, giving our
Tahoe a little higher rpm at cruising speeds than
it originally had. But it accelerates so much faster
than it did before....

We also capped off both axles with aluminum
G2 differential covers that dissipate heat faster
and hold more fluid in the axle than the original
covers did.
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» The front Fabworx Off Road solid
axle swap kit went onto the frame
with factory-like fitment, after all the
independent front suspension and IFS
hangers were removed.

The Atlas leaf springs we used to lift
the front have settled to their perma-
nent ride height, and are softer than
we thought a seven-leaf pack could be.
They are sixinches longer than a stan-
dard "73-to-'871eaf spring and therefore
have aless severe arch in the pack to
achieve the same amount of lift.

We haven't seen any tweaking on the
spring perches due to rough use and
abuse, and there is zero noise coming

from any of the bolt-on leaf spring hangers and crossmembers.

The steering was built using GM tie rod ends, DOM tubing for a draglink, and the factory Ford tie rod. A
Superlift pitman arm was used on the stock steering box to move the draglink. So far, the steering still
feels tight and nothing has worn out. Any bigger tire than a 37, and we definitely would have opted fora

hydraulic-assist steering kit.

Sharp eyes might also notice that we had some
front driveshaft troubles. The issues were unrelated
to the amount of lift or suspension flex this Tahoe
has, and will be resolved by the time you read this.

< Eventhough

we have a good
amount of flexin
both ends, the rear
tires do getinto
theback of the
fenders when really
stuffed. Unfortu-
nately, thisisn’t
something we can
remedy without
doing a fairamount
of fender trimming.
And if we trim,
then we'll have to
ditch the fender
flares, leaving us
more susceptible to
tire tickets

THE SOURCE

ATLAS LEAF SPRING
(626)333-7373
www.atlasleafspring.com
BLACKBIRDS CUSTOM TRUCKS
(509) 534-5219
www.blackbirdscustomtrucks.com

DISCOUNT TIRE DIRECT
(866) 895-8031
www.discounttire.com
FABWORX OFF ROAD
(707) 578-9679
www.fabworxoffroad.com

F-0-A SHOCK ABSORBERS
www.f-0-a.com

G2 AXLE
(310) 900-2687
www.g2axle.com

SUPERLIFT

www.superlift.com
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